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Officer files 
federal suit 


against city 
Whistleblower alleges 
assistant police chief 


retaliated against him 


By Paula Reed Ward 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


A Pittsburgh police officer is su- 
ing the city and an assistant chief, 
claiming he was discriminated 
against for exposing as much as $1 
million in potential waste through 
the bureau’s information technol- 
ogy system. 

Souroth Chatterji filed the civil 
rights and whistleblower com- 
plaint Wednesday in federal court 
in Pittsburgh, alleging that Assis- 
tant Chief Linda Barone, who also 
serves as the deputy director of 
public safety, threatened his career 
and urged subordinates to retaliate 
against him after he began investi- 
gating her potential involvement 
with B-Three Solutions Inc. 

Alicia George, the police bureau 
spokeswoman, said neither she 
nor Assistant Chief Barone would 
comment on the lawsuit. 

According to the lawsuit, Officer 
Chatterji, who joined the depart- 
ment in 2012, was asked to evaluate 
the bureau’s IT programs by for- 
mer police Chief Cameron McLay 
and Cmdr. Eric Holmes in 2015. 

During his review, the lawsuit 
alleges, Officer Chatterji discov- 
ered that the city had paid millions 
of dollars to B-Three for updates 
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Petition seeks 
removal of 
doctor’s name 


from building 


Parran involved in 
infamous Tuskegee 
syphilis experiments 


By Bill Schackner 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


The complex that houses the 
University of Pittsburgh’s Gradu- 
ate School of Public Health is a fa- 
miliar Fifth Avenue sight, as is a 
giant outdoor sculpture of a skele- 
tal man affixed to one of its halls, 
celebrating the human pursuit of 
knowledge. 

But a now-deceased Pitt dean 
and figure in U.S. health history, 
for which Parran Hall is named, 
has a past that some students say is 
incompatible with an institution 
that is a national leader in training 
health care professionals. 

A petition demanding that Pitt 
rename the building has begun cir- 
culating. 

It says that Thomas Parran Jr., 
as U.S. surgeon general, “presided 


SEE PETITION, PAGE A-5 
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Students file out of Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School after a deadly shooting Wednesday in Parkland, Fla. 


Former student opens fire at Florida 


high school, killing at least 17 people 


Associated Press 


PARKLAND, Fla. — A for- 
mer student opened fire with a 
semiautomatic rifle at a Flor- 
ida high school Wednesday, 
killing at least 17 people and 
sending scores of students flee- 
ing into the streets in the na- 
tion’s deadliest school shooting 
since a gunman attacked an el- 
ementary school in Newtown, 
Conn. 

The shooter, who was 
equipped with a gas mask and 


smoke grenades, set off a fire 
alarm to draw students out of 
classrooms shortly before the 
day ended at one of the state’s 
largest schools, officials said. 
Authorities offered no im- 
mediate details on the 19-year- 
old suspect or any possible mo- 
tive, except to say that he had 
been expelled for disciplinary 
reasons from Marjory Stone- 
man Douglas High School, 
which has about 3,000 students. 
Also, a sheriff said investiga- 
tors were dissecting the sus- 
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pect’s social media posts, and 
“some of the things that have 
come to mind are very, very 
disturbing.” 

Frantic parents rushed to 
the school to find SWAT team 
members and ambulances sur- 
rounding the huge campus. 
Live television footage showed 
emergency workers who ap- 
peared to be treating the 
wounded on sidewalks. 

“Tt is a horrific situation,” 
said Robert Runcie, superin- 
tendent of the school district in 
Parkland, about an hour’s 
drive north of Miami. “It is a 
horrible day for us.” 


Inside 
Politicians react to mass shooting, 
Page A-5 


an hour later in a residential 
neighborhood about a mile 
away. He had multiple maga- 
zines of ammunition, authori- 
ties said. 

“It’s catastrophic. There re- 
ally are no words,” Broward 
County Sheriff Scott Israel told 
reporters. 

The attacker used the fire 
alarm “so the kids would come 
pouring out of the classrooms 
into the hall,” Sen. Bill Nelson 


The suspect was taken into 


custody without a fight about 
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Point Park students spread love with flowers on Valentine’s Day 


Deliveries help to raise 
funds for trips, soccer 


By Anya Sostek 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Where normally there are 
couches, tables and lounge furni- 
ture in the lobby of Point Park 
University’s Lawrence Hall, Wed- 
nesday morning there was a jun- 
gle of red roses and baby’s breath. 
Hundreds of bouquets of flowers 
lined tables and filled laundry 
carts, ready for what is surely one 
of Pittsburgh’s most romantic 
school fundraisers. 

For the past six years, Point 
Park students have pitched in to 
help florists on what is by far their 
busiest day of the year. This year, 
85 students delivered nearly 300 
bouquets to lovebirds in Down- 
town office buildings. The stu- 
dents also deliver flowers on the 
day before Valentine’s Day and on 
Administrative Professionals 
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Parker Werns, a graduate assistant for the Honors Program at Point Park 
University, sorts Valentine’s Day flowers for delivery Wednesday. 
Students in the program delivered the flowers to raise money for travel. 


Day, which is April 25 this year. 
“We used to advertise on 
Craigslist and we would hire peo- 
ple for two days — Valentine’s 
Day and the day before,” said Rick 


Conley, president and owner of 
Oliver Flowers, Downtown. “This 
has worked out well. The kids are 
enthusiastic and they’re excited 
when they’re raising money.” 


The fundraiser began after a flo- 
rist mentioned to a Point Park 
graduate assistant that the store 
could use some help on Valen- 
tine’s Day. In the past, all the 
money has gone to support the 
John Fallon Travel Fund, which 
helps students afford domestic 
and international trips. This year, 
the women’s soccer team pitched 
in, too, to raise money for its oper- 
ating budget. The school receives 
$5.50 per bouquet of flowers deliv- 
ered, and students deliver for 
Oliver Flowers, Jim Ludwig’s Blu- 
mengarten Florist, Parkway 
Florist and others. 

“Tve never done something like 
this before — it was nice to see all 
the good intentions, all the good 
vibes all around,” said Vanessa 
Vivas, an 18-year-old freshman. “I 
don’t really have Valentine’s Day 
plans, so this is the best way I can 
take that energy and give some- 
thing good to the world.” 

Mr. Conley said he had heard of 
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